\ 4NCA|

/// National Congress of American Indians

National Congress of American Indians | 1516 P St NW, Washington, DC 20005 | (202) 466-7767 | www.ncai.org

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT

Mark Macarro
Pechanga Band of Indians

1ST VICE PRESIDENT
Brian Weeden
Mashpee Wampanoag

RECORDING SECRETARY
Nickolaus D. Lewis
Lummi Nation

TREASURER
David Woerz
Chickasaw Nation

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS

ALASKA

Brian Ridley
Native Village of Eagle

EASTERN OKLAHOMA

Joe Deere
Cherokee Nation

GREAT PLAINS
Ryman LeBeau
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe

MIDWEST

Leonard Fineday
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
Leech Lake Band

NORTHEAST

Lance Gumbs
Shinnecock Indian Nation

NORTHWEST
Leonard Forsman
Suquamish Tribe

PACIFIC

Leo Sisco
Santa Rosa Rancheria
Tachi Yokut Nation

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
Jennifer Finley
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes

SOUTHEAST

Reggie Tupponce
Upper Mattaponi Indian Tribe

SOUTHERN PLAINS

Reggie Wassana
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of
Oklahoma

SOUTHWEST

Raymond Aguilar
Pueblo of Santo Domingo

WESTERN
Randi Lone Eagle

Summit Lake Paiute Tribe

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Larry Wright, Jr.
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska

July 26, 2024

The Honorable Teresa Leger Fernandez
1510 Longworth House Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: Telehealth Access for Tribal Communities Act of 2024
Dear Congresswoman Leger Fernandez,

The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) — the oldest and largest representative
organization serving the broad interests of tribal nations and communities, is writing to
express support for the Telehealth Access for Tribal Communities Act of 2024. This
legislation is essential to ensuring that Medicare beneficiaries have permanent access to
audio-only telehealth services. This is common sense legislation that addresses
long-standing health disparities and improves access to quality health care for tribal
communities faced with limited broadband access.

Since 2020 NCALI has requested for the HHS to permanently increase telehealth services for
American Indian/Alaska Natives (AI/ANs) to ensure that the telehealth delivery system
remains a viable option for essential medical, mental, and behavioral health services across
Indian Country'.

Tribal Nations across the United States still face broadband connectivity issues, resulting in
a strong reliance on telephone communications with their healthcare providers. The
Telehealth Access for Tribal Communities Act of 2024 helps increase access to care for our
rural, urban and underserved Tribal communities.

For these reasons, I encourage Congress to fulfill its Treaty and Trust responsibilities that
are owed to all Tribal Nations and fully support this Act in its attempt at continuing to
provide safe, quality healthcare to AI/AN peoples.

Thank you for your continued support in this issue. If you have any questions or require
additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 466-7767 or email:

lwrightjr@ncai.org.

Respectfully,

National Congress of American Indians

' NCAI Resolution PDX-20-039, Increase Telehealth Access and Funding in Tribal Communities, 2020
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